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1.1.  (C)  Poloff  contacted  MFA  Subdirector  General  for  the 
Middle  East  Alberto  Ucelay  on  5/25  to  relay  reftel  points, 
urging  Ucelay  to  issue  a statement  calling  attention  to 
Syria's  sham  May  27  Presidential  Referendum.  Ucelay,  who  had 
returned  that  day  from  Lebanon,  acknowledged  that  Spain  did 
not  view  the  referendum  as  a democratic  process,  but  said 
Spain  did  not  intend  to  issue  a statement.  Ucelay  was 
uncertain  as  to  whether  the  EU  would  issue  a statement,  but 
noted  that  in  most  cases,  Spain  would  not  issue  an 
independent  declaration  if  an  EU  statement  was  being 
contemplated . 

//COMMENT// 

12.  (C)  Spain  has  taken  the  lead  within  the  EU  to  ease  Syria's 
isolation,  so  it  is  not  surprising  that  Madrid  would  not  take 
a forward-leaning  position  on  this  issue.  Spanish  officials 
do  not  view  the  Syrian  opposition  as  representing  a 
significant  force  for  change  in  Damascus  and  therefore  favor 
engaging  and  developing  relationships  with  the  current 
leadership,  particularly  those  they  view  as  more  open  to 
reforms  (notably  the  Foreign  Minister  and  the  Communications 
Minister ) . 
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